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The following detects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 



Form PCT/1PEA/409 (Boxes I- VIII, Sheet 2) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/NL98/00634 
EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



Re Item V 

1. Claims 1-19, 26 

1.1 Document EP-A-478 067 (D1), which is considered to represent the most relevant 
state of the art, discloses (cf. page 2, lines 1-3) a protective coating, suitable for 
being removed with a removing agent comprising a strong base and a complex 
former (cf. page 2, lines 49-53), which protective coating comprises a pigment and 
a binder (cf. page 2, line 44), the binder being a polymer (cf. page 2, line 46). 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from that known coating in that the polymer used 
as a binder is specified by a weight-average molecular weight of 10.000 - 100.000 
and an acid value of 40 - 250. 

1 .2 The problem to be solved by the present invention may therefore be regarded as to 
provide a protective coating which has an adhesive strength such that it is sufficiently 
resistant to weather influence and that it can be easily removed at the moment when 
it is no longer desired. 

1.3 The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 is considered as involving an 
inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following reasons: 

Document EP-A-0 533 367 (D2) describes a protective coating for new products 

when transporting them or otherwise exposing them to elements as, e.g. acid rain. 

The coating contains a binder with an average molecular weight of 7.000 - 25.000 
and an acid value of 30 - 200, but does not contain pigments for a protection from 
light and heat. Since a binder for a coating containing a pigment (as the coating of 
the invention) has to meet different requirements than a binder for a coating without 
pigment (as the one disclosed in D2), it is not obvious for a skilled person to use a 
binder with the specific average molecular weight of 10.000 - 100.000 and an acid 
value of 40 - 250 for providing a protective coating with the desired characteristics. 

The documents further cited in the International Search Report do not disclose a 
protective coating comprising such a binder with an average molecular weight of 
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10.000 - 100.000. Therefore, a combination of either of one of those documents with 
D1 would not obviously lead to the subject-matter of claim 1 . 

1 .4 As the claims 15, 18 and 26 concern the protective agent, which is used for forming 
the protective coating according to claim 1, the method for forming the protective 
coating according to claim 1 and a kid comprising the protective coating according 
to claim 1 , the same argumentation applies to the subject-matter of claims 15,18 and 
26. Therefore also claims 15, 18 and 26 meet the requirements of Article 33(2) and 
33(3) PCT. 

1.5 Claims 2-14, 16-17 and 19 are dependent on the abovementioned claims and as 
such also meet the requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive 
step. 



2. Claims 20-25 

2.1 D1 discloses also a method for removing a protective coating, wherein the protective 
coating differs from that known coating in that the polymer used as a binder is 
specified by a weight-average molecular weight of 10.000 - 100.000 and an acid 
value of 40 - 250. 

The subject-matter of claim 20 is therefore novel (Article 33(2) PCT). 



2.2 The subject-matter of claim 20 cannot be considered as involving an inventive step 
(Article 33(3) PCT) since it is general knowledge to use a removing agent comprising 
a strong base and a complex former for making a protective coating with an acid 
value removable, as it is evidenced in the prior art, e.g. D1, page 2, lines 49-50 or 
D2, page 3, line 54. 

2.3 The subject-matter of claim 21, namely the specification of the removing agent 
containing 1-10% by weight of the strong base, is not disclosed in D1 or D2, which 
describe removing agents with a different amount of the strong base. Therefore, it is 
not obvious to a skilled person that a removing agent, wherein the strong base is 
present in an amount of 1-10%, is specifically suitable for removing the protective 
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coating according to claim 1. The subject-matter of claim 21 can be considered as 
involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT). 

The same argumentation applies for the subject-matter of claim 22, which therefore 
also can be considered as involving an inventive step. 

2.4 Claims 23 to 25 are dependent on claim 21 or 22 and as such also meet the 
requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 

3. Claims 27 and 28 

3. 1 The simple use of a polymer having a weight-average molecular weight of 1 0.000 - 
1 00.000 and an acid value of 40 - 250 as binder in a protective agent is not new over 
the known prior art, cf. D2, page 2, line 58 to page 3, line 1 and tables 1 and 2 (e.g. 
average molecular weight of 12.000 and acid value of 110). 

The subject-matter of claim 27 is therefore not novel (Article 33(2) PCT). 

3.2 D3 already discloses the use of benzyl alcohol for removing a protective agent from 
a transparent surface (cf. col. 29, line 15, examples 13, 14, 15, 54, 55, 56, 58, 59). 

The subject-matter of claim 28 is therefore not novel (Article 33(2) PCT). 



4. The requirements of Article 33(4) PCT concerning industrial applicability are fulfilled. 
Re Item VII 

The independent claims are not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 6.3(b) 
PCT, which in the present case would be appropriate, with those features known in 
combination from the prior art (cf. D1, D2, D3) being placed in a preamble (Rule 
6.3(b)(1) PCT) and with the remaining features being included in a characterising part 
(Rule 6.3(b)(ii) PCT). 
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